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March 19, 1975 - -- 
/- 

I -.- 
C r  . Robert E,  Perdue, Jr . , , ,'- 1 Chief, Medicinal Plant Resources Laboratory , 

' 

Agricultural Research Service 
United States Department 
Building 265 
Poultry Road , 

I BARC -East 
Belt sv i l l e  , Maryland 

Dear D r .  Perdue: 
I 

I 

This l e t t e r  i s  a follow-up t o  our phone conversation of yesterday 
regarding problems we have been having i n  obtaining the cactus 
plank, Lenaireocereus weberi (eoult  . ) B r i t .  and Rose from Mex5co. 

i' 

The species grows in central  Mexico. It i s  a large tree-like 
cactus and i s  quite abundant i n  i t s  natural  habi tat .  It should 
not be d i f f i cu l t  t o  col lec t .  

/ $b+& '..x 
We need a minimum of 2 kg. (5 pounds) f o r  alkaloid analysis. We 
.i;ould l i k e  to have more i f  possible, but t h i s  would give us enough 
t o  do a ~hytochemical project. For t h i s  minimal quantity I am - 
prepared t o  pay up t o  $100.00. The research 1s  S d X b y a n - ~ I ~  
grant (GM 21,-, en t i t led  "cacti as  Drugs of Abuse." 

When we have excess plant 
300 g for the N C I  Anti-tumor 
o-i;eration of D r .  Cassady 
2iatZoncl Cancer Ins t i tu te  for  plant ant i-tumor studies. p-'-- 

- 
L have - plant import permit number and a copy i s  enclosed. I 

i shc*dd :idd that  t h i s  document i s  tsorthless since I have yet t o  
any shipncnt of imported plants al thowh several have been sent. 

~ f l ' ~ ~ t s  zo obtain the materLzl have a l l  been frustrated and 
e jorada a t  the 
de Mexico in 

a qualified cactologist and 



i s  editor of a well-known cactus and succulent journal. I am 
sure he could help anyone i n  locat ing plant material  and identify- 

Any help you can give us on t h i s  project would be most appreciated. 
Me would l i k e  t o  receive the plant  material a s  soon as mss ib le .  
We have been trying t o  get the  material  f o r  the  last three years. 

Kind personal regards. 

c .c . D r .  H. Sanchez-Me jorada 



REGULATION 6: SUCCULENTS 


